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MAYFIELD HOUSE
The Mayfield family was the first white family into the

Brentwood area. They arrived in 1790 and built a fort to protect
themselves and others who followed from hostile Indians. six
persons in the Mayfield family were killed by Indians. One son
George was kidnapped by Creek Indians and kept by them until
ransomed ten years later. This house was the home of Sutherland
Mayfield, the personal physician of Andrew Jackson. The original
log residence is in a perfect state of repair and is still
structurally sound. The roof supports are complete tree trunks.
The old wide flooring remains in the upstairs as well as some of
the original windows in the lower floor rooms.
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the .DepQsitiQn of Harriett Reed-.I was pre~ent .at.t~e conve~~~t~on
0" :i;of my husband and: S~ S. Mayf1.e1d. ,. ".
- , .
, i's ~p.epositio1) of Thomas Holt.- 13 Dec. 1856- I was an agent of the

fi!' ",l:1etp,odist Chur.ch who went to. Dr. S. S. Mayfield in 1850-52 and

.inql,lired of buying land which. we had selected as a site, "-for aty- . church. He said his, father gave the land that he lived on to
'es his wife and children and he could not sell it .to us. . ",

:e he Deposition - 3 April 1856- Lewis C. A11en- I have rented land

Dr. for' several years and am 'acquainted with the land near the depot
1856 , occupied by Dr. Mayfield and have been for about 25 years., I

. think it. is mid~'ay between Nashville and Franklin, .about 9 miles
ield ~~a~h way and a short distance from the Nashv.i11e and Franklin
ct Turnpike.. I think the rent would bewortlt about $340 ;per.year.
:Jrth ;f '. .. '. .

3. . ~Deposition - Wiley B. White- I was sheriff during 1852-1854 and
~ am a_cquainted with Dr. S. S. Mayfield and John P. Waller. I
lves learned: Waller was security for Mayfield. I had some executions
lin- on both of them but Mayfieldls effects were so far exhausted that
ld it was impossible to make the amounts of the exe~utions. .:: I was:t compelled :to levy upon Wallerls property. .':' ..

.er '.'..;'
'Deposition of Charles A.Merri11. I bought and disposed of the

d interest that George Mayfield owned in 60 and 77 acre tracts of
nd'land on the Little Harpeth. The lien of Dr. Dickinson was adjust- .
e . ed a short time after my purchase by Dr. Dickinson some. three
other years' after Dr. S. S'. (Mayfield purchased the same from Dr. Dick-

':,inson's heirs by executing his note with me for about $1000 May 26
. " .t1.S- .." 1:856. ' ", ~i.' . ' . ,

sold. : -;: ..

ld Deposition James Perkins-. Iha,ve known George Mayfield from my
. earlies,trecollections. I know nothing of his property. I
the .thoug.ht he was an industrio1,l's' farmer but not a very thrifty man.
1 ted .. r knew of no OCCuj;'o."tion of his in his later l,ife. He had an
1 ,excellent charact:er for honesty. : 1

Deposition of Sterling Harper- 2 April 1856- I am a carpenter
.is and am acquainted with the plantation where Dr. S. S. Mayfield

I resided previous to moving to Franklin. I did work on a house
built on said place. Mr. Stratton first undertook to build the

and house at about $825. The kitchen was included in the body of
'ut which was raised prior to the contract. I don't think Mr.

Stratton completed the contract. He didn't finish the houreor
kitchen. I worked on the house and Mr. Cooper worked on it. I
think the dwelling house is finished but the kitchen isn't. I

en think the timber and lumber and building of the nouse was worth
$1200 at that time. I thi~k $30 should be deducted to finish
the kitchen. I should not call Stratton's job on the house a

S.first rate in all it's par-l.:s. When Dr. Mayfield 90mmenced
3.hbuilding the house there was a hewed log house or room be.low
3.- a room above a cook-kitchen and smoke house ,built of logs. Dr.

Mayfield '.' .had a large family at that time and think the building

lk too small to accommidate his family and his black family. There
was an office built on the place but have not included. it in my
estimate. I suppose the wood work and materials were worth
about $80 but don't know- what the brick work was worth. I suppose

it. the 'rent of the place to be worth $300 to $350 including the
~56 j ".!; .
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" : : portion now owned by Robert Mayfield which is part of the'::origi-
nal tract. I am riot able to estimate the value of all of the
mater'ial) stone) brick. lumber) plastering) papering) etc. is
worth. I received some of my money from Dr. Mayfield and some
from John P. Wal~er at Dr. Mayfield's in~ructions but have, not
re~eived the final payment. The:house was built of cedar logs

. 'and weather boards.

Deposition of Benjamin D. Smith- I am acquainted with the tract
of land on the Wilson Turnpike on which Dr. S. S. Mayfield has
been residing the last few years. I think he has lived here
5 or'6 years. He left the place and came to town about a year

, ago~., ;:I think 'he had some negroes on-the place previous to his

"moving thei"e. There was a tolerable comfortable log house on
the'" place previous to his moving there and he built a new: dwell.
ing house before he moved tnere. The dwelling consisted of four
cedar'pens under one roof with passages with right ahg'les) weath
boarded ) lathed or plastered on the inside and I think the ,house. is about 50 ft'; square. They also built a kitchen about the
same length of log and weather board with brick chimneys and a
brick office about 16 X 18 feet in the. clear. I never noticed I
other buildings except 2 log cribs ,previous to hj.s moving. I :
think it wou11 cost bet~leen $1500 to $2tOO to build ~he dwelling

", house) the cost of the kitchen about $200 as I believe it: to be;
built' of old logs and the bl"ick office would cost about' $200 or !

,$300. Th~ out houses are'not very valuable. I know Dr. Joel
Mayfield. He coriunenced practicing about 2 or 3 years ago. I an
not sure he 'practiced by himself but, seemed to make a favorable,
impression. I don't think he cou1d have made much for a year ofl
two if he remained alon~ and think he formed a partnership With

l '

his father very soon after he commenced to practice. Dr. May-
field "0 wife died about two years ago. Dr. Joel is about 24 I
years old ~ '~~c~':~'~.. ":~1'".~ y"c'.1ngest) is about 17 or 18 years old I

. and 'the others: viz) William, LTohn' and Sarah about equal periods!

be'~ween. I'think George) Sr. died about 7 years ago. I think,
the land would ha'.\e rented for about '$2.50 per acre. I think

Iall of t!1e cl1ildren resided on the land except for Dr. Joel,
who moved to Franklin last spring. I think Dr. S. S. Mayfield I

had lived ,in F~anklin about J.5 years before he moved to the lan'I'in l850: '20,Aug. 1855, "', "

Deposi tion of Const.:l:nt P. Sneed- I reside about 1/2 mile from Dr
/'

S. S. l'1ayfield' s place. 'r don't know "the value of the ,improve-
ments he built on tne land. ~he land adjpining his pro"perty
bro'J.ght $40 an acre) When it sold. The improved lands .ot;.
George Sneed's sold for ,$28 an :acre about 3 years ago ~nd';Mr.

. E. B. Ormes' sold for about $60 an acre'aboutG or 7' m9nths ago,

/George Mayfie~d"li."7d :o!'l.h~s land.before his death an;d' his, .

son Robert, llved wlth hlm. I thlnk he commenced the practlce I

of medicine J.n the neighborhood about t,wo years ago (Joel). Joelj
and h~s.,£ather prac~iced, in pa:tnership 'soon a!t:er he st~~ted

1practlced there '.lnt:..l last sprlng when 'he moved to _Frankl.ln
'where he now resides. Dr. Sutherland S.' Mayfield lived in"
Frankiin) too. I understand they are now practiqing in copart. i
ners~ip and occupy t~e s~e .off~ce. r u~der'stand 1?r. , Sut1!~rla~!
M~yf17ld has a~ extensive practlce and hls.re.putatlon as, .~.'ph¥s:i

, Clan '1S ['very hlgh. .r ~,aS"!',s~w G_eorg:,e 'Mayfleld) S:. a,.shoz:',~ t1!

i before he went to M1SS1SSlppl. I understand he dled J.n Yalla-
busha Co.) Miss. at the residence of Thomas Hardeman in the sp:

., ,'~..cic.,... ,...,...\": '~ ' .
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- I after -he left. It was in the fall of the year he left the old
! neighborhood that I last saw him. He told me that he would give
! the tract of land on which he then lived to Shannon Mayfield's.

'1 wife and children because Shannon was embarrassed and could not.
i own anything. He would give his mill Creek place to his son,
I Robert, and'he would take his son, Peter, with him and provide
I for him in Mississippi. He said he had done for his son, A. J.
; Mayfield. I don't recollect that he said an~'thing about his dau-
, ghter, Ann, at that time. I understood George's business was to

see about his land in Mississippi. I do not recollect the exact
I time that Peter di.ed, but it was 2 or 3 years after his father.
: I think the daughter, Ann, died before he ~eft the neighborhood.
I George and I had been very intimate and confidenualfor many years.
! He spoke to m: of h~s disapprovc:l of the manner in which Shannon

- : had ~anaged h1s bus1ness and sa1d Gentry had broken Shannon up
... ~ and through Shannon's influence, had broken him up, too. He said
~er i he would not give Shannon any J.and but would give it to Sally and
~ i the children and that he wished it to remain in the family. He- ! said he would have that fixed befor-e he left for Mississippi.

t George said that Shannon was broke and had. influenced him to go
j security-until he had broken him up, too., !1y under~tanding is
I that George's land and slaves were sold to pay secur1ty debts.

.,. i I know he had fi-,:-:;, or six slaves to be sold and were 'taken away.
-" I heard it was to pay Shannon's debts. I think George was in the

neighborhood of 60 years a-c the time of his death. I have been
told by Dr. S. S. Mayfield that George was 68 or 69 years of age.

n ! I first heard George complain of S. S. after he became involved
! with Gentry. Dr. Joel Mayfield was absent for sometime and I

... understood went to Mississippi but had not removed from the neigh-
~ borhood." ..

~

Deposition of John W. W. Miller- S. S. Mayfield executed a deed
of trust to me l~~ July 181~1. I collected $1152 from the estate of

3 Reuben A. Gentry for claims that S. S. Mayfield had. (tells of
collecting and pay.ing debts)

Deposition of Robtrt Courtney- I have examined the dwelling house,
kitchen, office and improvements on the land in dispute and esti-

j I ~.ate thei~ value at $2600. I am a house carpenter. The dwelling
! house is a frame house at 50 ft. square, one story 14 ft. high
} with four 18ft. rooms and cross passages. The upper part or

~. garret is finished with two rooms and a passage with six dorma
windows and two windows to each of the gable ends; three or four
large windows below and eight doors and two upstairs; a stair case

.: and 4 mantle pieces and four chimney~. The office is a brick house
I 18 X 20 feet, one story with two windows and one mantlepiece and

. J one door. The kitchen is a one story house, 50 X 18 ft. with, 1 two rooms and a passage and two chimneys. The residence is about

1 1/2 mile: from the Franklin and Nashville Turnpike Road.and about
:- 100' ycsfrom the Ir"'.~?c.~rl,'~J.rrlp-ike Road and the office a little
ld I nearer. The Tennessee Alabama Railroad runs between the Turnpike

.Roads and about 400 yards from the dwelling. I would valuQ the
dwelling house at $1950, office $350 and the kitchen at $300.
I made the estimate of the buildings on the prices of materials

1 when they were built in 1849. In valu~ng the kitchen, it was an- estimate as the body be:.ng an old house mo'!ed and put up' there
~ and weather boarded and newly covered ~ith new chimneys. I think

the passage floor of the kitchen ~as newly laid down and the rooms

ng
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floors with the old flooring planks. I would value the nei'~~

materia). in the kitchen at $117 and the work about $230 andtM
chimney about $30 or $32. The carpenter's work was worth a~
$665 in .the dwelling house. The carpenter's work was only
second, rate. The brick in the office was worth $144, the pi

$31, carpenter's labor $61, nails, glass, lock and hinges $8,
stove work $38, timbers $39. I made the examination of thewR
at the request of John P. Waller. I did the work for ParsonC'
Cunningham's lot in frC1nklj_n which was $2300. There is not is "

much work in Cunningham's house as in Mayfield's, nor is it
worth as much and the work done was better at Cunningham's. I
did the work there in 1850. His house fronts 50 ft. by 19 ft.
wi th an ell 32 ft. by 19 ft. and a back porch 20 ft. by 10 ft.:
all two stories high. The front is divided into two rooms and i :
passage, both :' :;:C..7 c- _1 ,",.:-,.., ': -; 0 ;'; i:':'3 and the ell has a lower a:.: ,
upper room. Yhe kitchen is 18 X 30 ft., one story high divid~ .

into two rooms, with a gallery the length of the kitchen and 20
ft. extending to the house. The stable cedar part is about 20

ft. square with a loft. I also made a fence around his lotand dug a well upon it and furnished everything to the delivery ...

of the keys. The c;-;elling was painted and papered. The kitche:
was plastered _~and paintad. The c\-7elling has blinds and shutte:
on the windo\"s. The materi~ls \.yere orNinary and the workmanshi;
as cheap and p,';.ain as could be fOl" a respectable looking house.I understood thc Mayfield house to be partly frame and partly a ,

log house. The stem of one of ':the chirlmeys was blown off tothe roof. The 6welling house has not been papered. I think tr.e '

house has been finished except- for' ,the windows and shudders.
..

~

Deposi tion of Abner Vaughn. I went with Robert Courtney to ex.
amine the Mayfield buildings and concur wi th ~aid Courtney's .:

findin:"s.

Deposition of Jame~ Johnson- 8 Sept. 1855- I am acquainted
with the Mayfield land or1 the Little Harpeth and knew it in
1847. I have Qf..med land at that time and still do in the neigh-
borhood. I would value it at about $22 per acre at that time.

Deposi tion of William Owen. I was acquainted with the above tr;
of land in 1847 c:nd vaJ_ue it at $25 per acre at that time. I w.

acquainted with GeoJ."ge Mc:~yfield in 1847 and think his life esta!
in the land would lessen the value about $5 an acre. I don't
know the value of the Mill Creek tract of land.

Deposition of Joshua W. O"7en- The iiill Creek tract of 160 acres
was ~7orth about $~5 an acre in 1847 and with the ancumbrances
of the life estate, about $12 an acre.

William C. Mayfield, John H. Mayfield, Sarah Ann Mayfield, Geo~:
tMq.yfiel~, (minors) and Joel Mayfield are children of Sutherland

S. Mayfleld. ' I

On 6 Nov. 1847, C';eorge Mayfield, father of SutheNand S. MayfielJ
deeded to Robert ~. Mayfield, in trust, three tracts of land c(~
taining 77 acres, 60 acres, and 5 acres. The purpose of the'
deed of trust W::tS for the benefit and use of Sutherland S.
Mayfield. There was pending in the Court for trial Oct. term
1853, a suit of Eben L. Crocker against Sutherland S. Mayfield

..1111-


